
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL BOAm)
SAN FR~NCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 78- 1+2

NPDES NO. CA0038024

AN Oill)ER AMENDING Oill)ER NO. 74-78
TO ADOPT REVISED REQUIREMENTS FOR'

CITY OF FAIRFIELD
SOl,ANO COUNTY

The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that,

1. On 20 August 1974, the Board adopted Order 74-78 issuing an NPDES
permit for the City of Fairfield, hereinafter called the discharger,

2. The Water Quality Control Plan for San Francisco Bay Basin adopted
in April 1975, prohibits discharge of wastewater during the dry
weather period to the waters of Suisun Marsh.

3. Discharge Prohibition C.2 of said Order prohibits discharge to
receiving waters from May 2 tihzouqh september 21 of each year and
requires the discharger to minimize discharge from September 22
through December 1 and from March 2 throu<jh May 1.

4. In order to comply with the dry-weather discharge prohibition, the
1974 Fairfield facilities plan provided for summer time effluent
re-use by spray irrigation of turf and orchards in the vicinity of
the treatment plant. Subsequent modifications of State Health
Department Wastewater Reclamation Criteria required that effluent
used for spray irrigation of food crops receive additional treatment
not provided by the Fairfield treaouent plant. This effectively
precluded Fairfield effluent re-use for orchard spray irrigation and
thereby reduced re-use potential in the ilmnediate area by 50%~

During the dry weather period of 1977 and 1978, the excess effluent
was discharged to surface wat.e r's in violation of the discharge
prohibit.Lon ,

5. Modifications to the discharger's facilities are necessary to achieve
compliance with Health Department regulations for orchard spray
irrigation. Implementation of these modifications win allm' all
of Fairfield' s effluent to be re··used in the treatment. plant. vicinity
thus enabling compLi.ance with the discharge prohibition to surface
wat.ezs <>

6. 'rhe nominal design capacity of the existing treatment plant is
10.35 mgd. Present flows exceed 75% of design capacit.y.
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